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seals placed by a sort of automatons upon a sheet of
paper. The office clerks are numerous, under-paid,
and their salaries generally more or less in arrear.
Their families are in a similar condition; people
must live, and bakshish, when it knocks at the door
of the official, is all the more alluring since these
scribes, who are well aware of the ways of tlie world,
say to themselves with some sort of reason, There
is no great sin in gathering the crumbs fallen from
the table of this rich merchant, who sits down
' without ceremony at that of our master. Little by
little, abuse, at first shamefaced and solitary, became
general. Now it forms almost the rule in the minds
of those who know the value of their signature, and
who have an intuition of the dubious character of the
transaction, the papers of which are submitted to
them in order that they may affix to it the " Open
sesame" required by the treasury.

Let us suppose the case of a supply of cartridges,
furnished by a European merchant to the Porte. If,
instead of 2,000,000, only half has been consigned,
and that notwithstanding this error a receipt has
been taken for the whole, as is customary enough in
those parts; if, in order to obtain this document, a
certain weight has had to be placed in the pocket of
him who has signed the precious document; if, in
short, a fox is in the path prowling round the house,